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Selected Among Newsweek's High School Rankings Winners 
 

A m e r i c a ' s  T o p  S c h o o l s  2 0 1 4  
 

*Red Lodge High School has been named one of America’s top high schools in Newsweek’s 
2014 High School Rankings. As over 14,000 schools were considered for the rankings, we’d 

like to congratulate Red Lodge High School on this impressive achievement * 
 
 

For more than a decade, Newsweek has published an annual list of America’s Top High Schools, 
ranked primarily according to a ratio of AP/IB exams to the number of students graduating. 
This year we’re doing things a little differently. 
 
Newsweek’s 2014 Rankings highlights schools that do the absolute best job of preparing 
students for college. This year, our methodology is more stringent than ever with new measures 
of quality and a higher standard for data.  This is our way of recognizing schools that narrow the 
achievement gap. 
 
With help from the research firm Westat, we present two separate rankings: an absolute list and 
a relative list that we’re calling “America’s Top High Schools for Low-Income Students.” The 
first list identifies top-performing schools based on a metric of student achievement and college 
preparedness data provided by the National Center for Education Statistics and from our survey 
of schools.  Red Lodge High School scored 313th place out of the top 500 schools from across the 
nation on the first list.  Only four schools from the state of Montana achieved this distinction, 
Red Lodge High School being one of the four. 
 
It will come as no surprise that this list is dominated by schools in areas with high average 
income and low racial diversity. So we produced a second list that takes into consideration how 
well schools serve students from economically disadvantaged backgrounds—measured by the 
percentage of students qualifying for free school lunches.  Again, Red Lodge High School was in 
357th place out of 500 top schools from across the nation on this second list.  
 
Red Lodge High School 
 
College Ranking Score          State    College Readiness Score        College Bound %            Graduation Rate   Poverty % 
313          MT    79.53             67.17   94.11       19.67 
      


